
WELCOME TO THE IB UPDATE!
b y  L a u r e n  R o l l i n s  -  A s s i s t a n t  I B  C o o r d i n a t o r

Welcome to the May edition of the Samuel Clemens International Baccalaureate newsletter! 
 Our goal is to keep all stakeholders (students, parents, SCUC community) apprised of the
amazing opportunities that are going on within the IB program here at Samuel Clemens.  For
May, we wanted to change up the format in order to celebrate out graduating class of 2021. 
 We have loved getting to know and getting to educate our senior class.  Though we will miss
them, we know they will go forward and be successful with the tools that we have given them. 
If you have any questions about the program or suggestions for the newsletter, please email 
 LRollins@scuc.txed.net  
Thank you for your time!

Veronica Riordan and Lauren Rollins
IB Coordinator and Assistant IB coordinator
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Where will you go to college?
Texas A&M University

What do you plan on majoring in?
Pre-Law or Biomedical Sciences

What was the best thing about being in IB?
There is a connectedness among the cohort that
cannot be replicated in any other classes.

What was your favorite class in high school and
why?

I loved my soccer class because it gave me
refuge from the stress and anxiety of grades and
deadlines.

Do you have a quote/motto that is your favorite or
that you live by?

 “There are two pains in life. There is the pain of
discipline and the pain of disappointment. If
you can handle the pain of discipline, then
you’ll never have to deal with the pain of
disappointment.” -Nick Saban 

What is something you accomplished this year that
you are proud of?

This year was about accomplishing my
ambitious goals. I've completed all the
requirements for IB, I got into college, I made it
into the top 20 of the class, and I completed my
NHS hours. These are things that I have been
working on for years, but I was finally able to to
put the finishing touches on everything and I
am beginning to reap the benefits of it.

   Where will you go to college?
UT Austin

What do you plan on majoring in?
Business 

Who was your favorite teacher in high
school and why?

Mr. Johnson. He is a very relaxed,
understanding teacher who knows
how to get through to his students.
He could stand in the front of the
class and passionately teach. 

What extracurricular activities did you
participate in while in Clemens?

Golf
Do you have a quote/motto that is your
favorite or that you live by?

It’s cliche, but its true: “Hard work
pays off”.

What is something you accomplished
this year that you are proud of?

I completed the 75 Hard program
this year.
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ALICIA ALONSO

Alicia Alonso - class of 2021
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Eric Demore - class of 2021



 Where will you go to college?
McDaniel College in Westminster,
Maryland

 What do you plan on majoring in?
Art and Business

What was the best thing about being in IB?
Not having to take a communication class
because you do so many presentations and
speeches in the IB program.

What was your favorite class in high school
and why?

Digital Art because I enjoy making art.  I
want to continue doing so.

What extracurricular activities did you
participate in while in Clemens?

I was part of Project Lit which is a book
club that gets teachers and students
together to read diverse books.

What advice would you give to others who are
thinking about doing IB or what advice would
you give students who are about to start IB
next year?

Think really hard if this program is what
you want to do because it is not for the
meek.

What is something you accomplished this
year that you are proud of?

I have gotten much better at drawing as
well as using programs such as photoshop
and illustrator.

   

Where will you go to college?
University of Texas at Austin 

What do you plan on majoring in?
International Relations 

What was the best thing about being in IB?
The smaller classes and interesting
curriculum 

What was your favorite class in high school and
why?

History - because it’s funny.
Who was your favorite teacher/coach in high
school and why?

Ms. Hernandez. I looked forward to her class
every year and seeing her was the highlight
of my day. 

What extracurricular activities did you
participate in while in Clemens?

Band, Model UN, UIL, and the Jumping Frog
What advice would you give to others who are
thinking about doing IB or what advice would
you give students who are about to start IB next
year?

Do not procrastinate. The IAs and EE aren‘t
as scary as they sound. 

What is something you accomplished this year
that you are proud of?

I was able to publish an edition of the
Jumping Frog.
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HANNAH FROST

Hannah Frost - class of 2021
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GEORGE HAINAJ

George Hainaj - class of 2021
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HANNAH (JOY) KINNEY
Where will you go to college?

UT Austin
What do you plan on majoring in?

Linguistics
What was the best thing about being in IB?

The inside jokes or random in-depth
discussions on any given topic

Who was your favorite teacher in high school and
why?

Ms. Riordan because she did well with actually
engaging with us and deepening our
understanding of the materials

What extracurricular activities did you participate
in while in Clemens?

Peace Club, Student Council, and Marching
Band for 2 years

What advice would you give to others who are
thinking about doing IB or what advice would you
give students who are about to start IB next year?

Don't be scared to start working on or prepping
for your essays early.

Do you have a quote/motto that is your favorite or
that you live by?

Go somewhere and do something. Become
yourself over and over again.

What is something you accomplished this year
that you are proud of?

Generally just growing - finding out what I
believe in and what directions in life I could
take

Where will you go to college?
Texas State University

What do you plan on majoring in?
Nursing

What was the best thing about being in IB?
Being around people who motivate me and
being intellectually stimulated.

What was your favorite class in high school
and why?

Mostly Biology, both junior and senior
year, as the subject is something that I have
a firm understanding over. But I loved any
IB class that I was a part of, even the math
class.

What extracurricular activities did you
participate in while in clemens?

Band and Art
What advice would you give to others who are
thinking about doing IB or what advice would
you give students who are about to start IB
next year?

Stick with it.  You'll get through it,  and
you’ll be stronger than ever.

What is something you accomplished this year
that you are proud of?

I’ve honed the skills of my hobbies, and
feel that overall I improved myself since
last year.

Where do you see yourself in ten years?
I see myself working in the medical field,
whether in a hospital or as a nurse in the
Army. Either this, or I return to school to
become a doctor or a lawyer.

Hannah (Joy) Kinney - class of 2021
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Mason Mumme- class of 2021
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RICHARD PECH
Where will you go to college?

University of Texas San Antonio
What do you plan on majoring in?

Computer Science
What was the best thing about being in IB?

Difficult choice but probably the community of
both teachers and students. 

What was your favorite class in high school and
why?

Favorite class would probably have to be either
Astronomy or AP Computer Science not only
because they were both subjects I had interest in
but also because the teachers made those classes
fun to learn in.

What extracurricular activities did you participate
in while in Clemens?

Model United Nations and UIL Math
What advice would you give to others who are
thinking about doing IB or what advice would you
give students who are about to start IB next year?

I would tell those thinking about it to look at it
this way. IB is an opportunity that is only
available in select schools. There is no cost to
take it. Don’t pass up an opportunity that is right
there for you and only selectively available. You
will regret it if you do.

Do you have a quote/motto that is your favorite or
that you live by?

“You have power over your mind, not outside
events. Realize this, and you will find strength."

Where will you go to college?
Texas A&M University at College Station

What do you think you will major in?
Biomedical Sciences

What was your favorite class in high school and
why?

Junior Year Biology because I love biology
and anything to do with science, and we
dissected things and did interesting
experiments.

Who was your favorite teacher/coach in high
school and why?

Mrs.Rollins because she picked me up when
I was down, and she helped me through
some hard things.  There were many times
where I felt I was going to give up, but she
never let me.  She was always there for me.
Also, even though I do not like English, she
made it fun :)

What advice would you give to others who are
thinking about doing IB or what advice would
you give students who are about to start IB next
year?

Have confidence in yourself.  Even if you
don’t view yourself as the brightest and most
intelligent person in the room, you can do
anything, and I mean ANYTHING you put
your mind to.

Where you do see yourself in ten years?
I see myself happy, and hopefully close to
becoming a orthodontist or something
within the medical field.

   

Richard Pech - class of 2021
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DANIELLE STEPHENSON-PINO

Danielle Stephenson-Pino - class of 2021
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LENA SYKES
Where will you go to college?

UTSA
What do you plan on majoring in?

Biology
What was your favorite class in high school and
why?

Theater because I always got to release my
creative energy in a fun way.

Who was your favorite teacher in high school
and why?

Ms. Adkison because she always let us show
our creative side without judgment and she’s
gone above and beyond when it comes to
being a teacher.

What extracurricular activities did you
participate in while in Clemens?

Color guard and theater
Do you have a quote/motto that is your favorite
or that you live by?

“It is one of the blessings of old friends that
you can afford to be stupid with them.” -
Ralph Waldo Emerson.

What is something you accomplished this year
that you are proud of?

Surviving my senior year.
Where do you see yourself in ten years?

Happy, and a successful doctor.

Where will you go to college?
Louisiana Tech University where I will play
Division 1 soccer

What do you plan on majoring in?
Political Science

What was the best thing about being in IB?
Having a smaller environment of students that
you grow close to.

What was your favorite class in high school and
why?

My favorite class was English because there are
no true right or wrong answers.  There is
always room for interpretation as long as you
build an argument to support your claims.

Who was your favorite teacher/coach in high
school and why?

Ms. Riordan has been my all time favorite
teacher because of her passion for what she
teaches and how she has pushed me to be my
best.

What extracurricular activities did you participate
in while in Clemens?

Soccer and NHS
What advice would you give to others who are
thinking about doing IB or what advice would you
give students who are about to start IB next year?

Manage your time wisely. When you spare
time, get ahead on anything you can so that
you don’t become overwhelmed later on.

Do you have a quote/motto that is your favorite
or that you live by?

Failure makes you learn the most.

Lena Sykes - class of 2021
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Christabel Thompson - class of 2021



Where will you go to college?
University of Texas at San Antonio

What do you plan on majoring in?
History and Epidemiology 

What was your favorite class in high school and why?
IB was great. I loved the levels it pushed me too, I
would have never thought most of the things I did
in this program capable if I didn't experience it.
Very worth it, it made me feel cool and smart.

What extracurricular activities did you participate in
while in clemens?

ROTC, debate, choir, Jumping Frog magazine,
Students for a Peaceful Society, ROTC's logistical
team, PT team, and OT team.

What advice would you give to others who are
thinking about doing IB or what advice would you
give students who are about to start IB next year?

Don't rely on others; IB isn't hard if you don't
make it hard. Study hard when you need to, and
trust me you will need to, and DO NOT
PROCRASTINATE (unless you know you can ;)),
and especially try not to push deadlines, be on top
of your work- surprise your teachers and cohort
even.

Where you do see yourself in ten years?
Hopefully with a JD degree and a BA in history
and perhaps a BS in epidemiology. I'm not a
fickle person, but I'm sure of what I want in life
for sure, the rest doesn't matter as long as I'm
happy.
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MIA TORRES

Where will you go to college?
Texas Tech

What do you plan on majoring in?
Psychology and special education 

What was the best thing about being in
IB?

Getting prepared for college
What was your favorite class in high
school and why?

Art Partners showed me how much I
love helping young kids with special
needs.

What extracurricular activities did you
participate in while in Clemens?

I was a cheerleader for 3 years and I
participated in Art Partners 

What advice would you give to others
who are thinking about doing IB or what
advice would you give students who are
about to start IB next year?

Definitely join. It helps prepare you
for college and the teachers are able to
help one-on-one. 

Do you have a quote/motto that is your
favorite or that you live by?

When in doubt, just write something .
What is something you accomplished this
year that you are proud of?

Handling my dream job and school. 
Where do you see yourself in ten years?

Just being happy and loving my best
life.

Mia Torres - class of 2021
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MIA VILLANUEVA

Mia Villanueva - class of 2021


